
44

© Ivanova Tetiana, 2023

This article is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC-BY)

 ISSN 2415-3974. Åêîíîì³÷íèé â³ñíèê Äåðæàâíîãî âèùîãî íàâ÷àëüíîãî çàêëàäó
“Óêðà¿íñüêèé äåðæàâíèé õ³ì³êî-òåõíîëîã³÷íèé óí³âåðñèòåò”, 2023, ¹ 2, C. 44-55

Ivanova Tetiana

DOI: 10.32434/2415-3974-2023-18-2-44-55

UDK 332.122
JEL Classification: O13, R11

Ivanova Tetiana

AWARENESS OF UKRAINIAN COMMUNITIES AND ENTERPRISES ABOUT THE
PROBLEMS OF THE DANUBE REGION

National Technical University of Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Polytechnic Institute”, Kyiv, Ukraine

The article is devoted to studying the level of awareness of Ukrainian communities and
businesses about the problems of the Danube Region, which is an important environmental,
economic and social factor for the country. The study includes responses of the population
and entrepreneurs to important questions aimed at determining the level of awareness of
the region’s problems, identifying the main challenges faced by the Danube region, and
evaluating initiatives and projects aimed at restoring the Danube. The scientific contribution
of the article is to formulate recommendations for the development of the Danube Region.
The article analyzes the respondents’ views on the importance of attracting investment
in infrastructure and environmental projects in the Danube Region to promote socio-
economic development. The study takes into account the opportunities in the region and
the issue of engaging the public and businesses to work together on the development of
the Danube Region. The study also assesses the importance of Ukraine’s cooperation
with the European Union for the restoration and development of the Danube Region,
given its geostrategic importance and potential for joint initiatives and projects. In addition,
the article provides recommendations that should be developed to improve the condition
of the Danube Region of Ukraine and its adjacent territories. The results of this study
may be useful for further strategic decisions and improvement of living conditions in the
Danube Region. This article will contribute to deepening knowledge about the current
state of the Danube Region, its problems and development opportunities, opening the
way for further research and joint work on solving important problems in the region.
These recommendations can be offered as a basis for further elaboration of the State
Strategy for the Development of the Region, which will be aimed at improving the
environmental, economic and social situation in the Danube Region, and will contribute
to strengthening cooperation between Ukraine and the European Union for the joint
development of this important region.
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Introduction and problem definition
Successful development of a country requires

not only domestic efforts, but also attention to regional
issues and international cooperation. It is in this context
that the Danube Region is important – a region that
unites Ukraine and other European countries across
the river, but at the same time faces numerous
difficulties and challenges. In the context of current

challenges and the need to ensure Ukraine’s sustainable
integration development in the international market,
as well as given the difficult political situation and
military events that have affected the Danube Region,
the issues of awareness of Ukrainian communities
and businesses about the problems of the Danube
Region are becoming extremely relevant. They
determine the willingness to cooperate, invest, and
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make the necessary decisions to improve the region’s
condition, as well as influence the further development
of the economic and social spheres. Therefore, in
order to study this issue and reveal its importance for
national and international economic science and
practice, this study was conducted to provide
recommendations for the development of the Danube
Region, as well as to highlight the level of awareness
of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the
problems of this region.

Analysis and research of publications
Sielker F. [1], Ignjatijevic S. et al. [2], Slavic A.

and Berber N. [3] investigate the activities of enterprises
in the Danube Region. The works of scholars also
consider certain aspects of the impact of communities
or enterprises on the Danube Region. For example,
Bostan I. et al. [4], through a survey of business
representatives, identified a positive relationship between
the economic, social and environmental performance
of SMEs in the Danube Delta and the attraction of
European funds. Profiroiu A.G. et al. [5] analyze the
implementation of the Integrated Territorial Investment
mechanism in the Danube Delta in 2014-2020. The
study uses a survey of communities to investigate
investments in the socio-economic development of the
region. However, according to our analysis, insufficient
attention has been paid to the awareness of Ukrainian
communities and enterprises about the development of
the Danube region.

Purpose of the article
The purpose of the article is to provide

recommendations for the development of the Danube
Region of Ukraine in the post-war period based on
the study of the awareness of Ukrainian communities
and enterprises of the existing problems of the region.
The main objectives of the study are: to assess the
level of awareness of Ukrainian communities and
enterprises in the Danube Region regarding the existing
problems; to determine the attitude of the population
and business to the opportunities for development
and investment in the Danube Region; to analyze the
readiness of Ukraine to cooperate with the European
Union for the restoration and development of the
Danube Region and the role of this cooperation in
solving the problems of the region; development of
practical recommendations for the development of
the Danube region of Ukraine. The main contribution
of the publication is to provide concrete measures
that will contribute to the development of the Danube
Region in the postwar period.

Presentation of the main material
The study was conducted in the Danube region

of Ukraine, covering communities and businesses active
in the region. Participants in the study included

representatives of these communities and employees
of enterprises active in the region. It is worth noting
that the study was conducted in accordance with ethical
standards and with respect for the confidentiality of
participants’ responses.

To collect and analyze data, the study used
scientific methods aimed at obtaining objective results.
A critical analysis of the scientific literature on regional
issues and the development of the Danube Region
was conducted to improve understanding of the
research areas.

Semi-structured interviews with respondents were
used to obtain detailed answers to questions related to
the level of awareness of the Danube Region’s
problems by communities and businesses.

The study included four main stages: preparation
for data collection, data collection, data analysis, and
summarizing the results. The use of qualitative and
quantitative approaches made it possible to obtain
objective information and understand the views of
communities and businesses on the problems of the
Danube Region.

This study aims to identify the level of awareness
of the region’s problems and opportunities for
improvement, which will contribute to the development
of strategies and initiatives for the further development
of the Danube Region.

The study was conducted using an online survey
with the participation of communities and businesses
living and operating in the Danube Region. The Danube
Region in Ukraine includes Zakarpattia, Ivano-Frankivsk,
Chernivtsi, and Odesa oblasts. This method was chosen
due to the conditions of martial law in Ukraine, which
makes it difficult to conduct traditional surveys.
GoogleForms platform was used for the survey. The
structure of the questionnaire was based on a preliminary
analysis of the literature and key research questions.

The survey consisted of two main parts. The
first part contained questions aimed at obtaining general
information about the respondents. The second part
of the questionnaire contained questions related to
the views and awareness of the challenges and
opportunities in the Danube Region. The survey was
conducted between August and October 2023.

The main questions in the questionnaire were.
First. Are you aware of the existing problems in

the Danube Region of Ukraine?
Second. Are the problems currently faced by

the Danube Region critical?
Third. Are you familiar with the initiatives and

projects aimed at restoring the Danube?
Fourth. Do you think that attracting additional

investments will contribute to the socio-economic
development of the Danube Region?
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Fifth. Do you have information about existing
business and entrepreneurship opportunities in the
Danube Region?

Sixth. Do you think it is important to involve
businesses in the development of the Danube Region?

Seventh. Do you think it is important to involve
the public in the development of the Danube Region?

Eighth. Do you consider cooperation between
Ukraine and the European Union for the restoration
and development of the Danube Region appropriate?

Respondents had the opportunity to evaluate each
of the questions in the questionnaire using a five-

point Likert scale, where the answer options ranged
from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).

As a result of the survey, 54 questionnaires were
received (29 from enterprises of various forms of
ownership, 26 from the community). 

Knowledge of the existing problems of the
Danube Region of Ukraine. The results of the
company’s survey on the problems of the Danube
region are shown in Fig. 1.

The survey results show that the majority of
enterprises are aware of the main problems of the
region (50% strongly agree and 38% partially agree).

Fig. 1. Results of the survey of enterprises on the possession of information about the problems of the Danube Region 

Source: created by the author

Fig. 2. Results of the community survey on awareness of the problems of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Only a limited number, 12% of enterprises, indicated
that they are not fully or not at all aware of all the
problems faced by the Danube Region.

The responses of community representatives
regarding their knowledge of the issues facing the
Danube Region of Ukraine were analyzed (Fig. 2).

The results of the analysis of the community
survey show the following picture: only 4% of
respondents are completely or partially unaware of
the problems of the region; 5% claim to have heard
about these problems; 35% admitted that they partially
understand the problems of the region; while 56%
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reported that they are fully aware of the problems of
the region.

Criticality of the problems of the Danube Region.
Analyzing the results of the survey of enterprises on
the identification of critical problems in the Danube

Region, we can distinguish the following distribution
of responses: only 1% strongly disagree with this
opinion, 2% partially disagree, 4% have difficulty in
identifying, 42% partially agree, and 51% strongly
agree (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. Results of the survey of enterprises on the criticality of existing problems in the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Communities see the problems (Fig. 4) as
partially (44%) or fully (53%) critical. 

There are also community members who do
not consider the problems to be critical partially
(1%) or not at all (2%). In addition, 3% of

Fig. 4. Results of the community survey on the criticality of existing problems in the Danube Region of Ukraine

Source: created by the author

respondents have not yet formed their own opinion
on the matter.

Awareness of existing initiatives and projects to
restore the Danube. The results of the survey of
enterprises on this issue are shown in Fig. 5.
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Partially or fully aware are 78% of the
respondents. 15% found it difficult to answer. Partially
unaware or not at all are 7%.

As for communities, their results are shown in
Fig. 6.

It can be argued that community representatives
are quite aware of this issue, as 79% of respondents
are fully or partially aware of this issue.

Socio-economic development of the Danube
Region through investment attraction. The results of
the survey on the effectiveness of attracting investments
for the development of the Danube Region (shown in
Figure 7) show that 68% of enterprises consider them
effective, 18% are undecided, and the rest do not
share this opinion (because they partially or completely
disagree with this statement).

Fig. 5. Results of the survey on awareness of Danube restoration initiatives and projects in the survey of enterprises

Source: created by the author

Fig. 6. Results of awareness of Danube restoration initiatives and projects in the survey of community representatives

Source: created by the author
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Fig. 8 shows data from a survey of communities
on the feasibility of attracting investment to improve
the situation in this region of Ukraine.

Community representatives expressed the need
to attract investment to solve the region’s problems
and develop it as follows: 4% strongly disagree, 8%
partially disagree, 16% find it difficult to say, 30%

partially agree, and 42% strongly agree.
Awareness of development opportunities for

entrepreneurship in the Danube Region. According
to 76% of businesses, there are some business
opportunities in the Danube Region, while other
respondents found it difficult to answer or disagreed
(Fig. 9).

Fig. 7. Results of the survey of enterprises on investment attraction and socio-economic development of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 8. Results of the survey of community representatives on attracting investment for the socio-economic development of the

Danube Region

Source: created by the author
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The results of the public opinion survey are
shown in Fig. 10.

The majority of community respondents
(49% strongly agree and 31% partially agree) with
the proposed statement.

Feasibility of involving enterprises in the
development of the Danube Region. According to
the companies, they should be involved in the
development of the Danube Region (Fig. 11).

Fig. 10. Results of the community survey on business development opportunities in the region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 9. Results of the survey of enterprises on certain opportunities for their development in the region

Source: created by the author
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The majority of respondents believe that their
involvement will have a positive impact on the
development of the region (43% and 52% respectively

consider it partially appropriate or fully appropriate).
The results of the public opinion poll on this

issue can be seen in Fig. 12.

Fig. 11. Results of the survey of private enterprises on the feasibility of their involvement in the development of the

Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 12. Results of a community survey on the feasibility of involving businesses in improving the situation in the Danube Region

Source: created by the author
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Yes, according to community representatives, it
will have a positive impact: 50% – fully agree; 41%
– partially agree; 5% – find it difficult to answer; 4%
- fully or partially disagree.

The role of communities in promoting the
development of the Danube Region. Fig. 13 shows
an analysis of the opinion of enterprises on the
feasibility of involving the region’s communities in
its development.

Thus, business representatives believe that there
will be positive consequences in the process of
community involvement in the development of the
region (95% of respondents partially or fully support
this opinion).

Communities also believe that they will be able
to have some positive impact on the development of
their region (Fig. 14).

Fig. 13. Results of the survey of enterprises on the feasibility of involving communities in the development of the region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 14. Results of the survey of communities on their impact on the development of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author
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We consider it positive that most community
representatives believe that they should be involved in
activities in the region and that they can positively
influence the development of the region. 

The need for cooperation between Ukraine
and the EU on the development of the Danube

Region. It is also important to study the attitudes
of businesses and the community toward EU
involvement in the development of the Danube
Region.

The results of the survey of enterprises are shown
in Fig. 15.

Fig. 15. Results of the survey of enterprises on the need for cooperation with the EU for the recovery of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 16. Results of a survey of community representatives on the need to restore the Danube Region through cooperation with

the EU 

Source: created by the author

The results of the survey of enterprises on the
feasibility of cooperation with the EU are positive, as
it opens up new opportunities for the region. It also
shows that there is no resistance to the implementation

of certain initiatives.
A survey of communities was also conducted on

their vision of cooperation with the FS for the region’s
recovery (Fig. 16).
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Fig. 16 shows that the community also supports
these initiatives of cooperation with the EU (20%
strongly agree and 57% partially agree with this
statement).

Based on the study, we offer the following
recommendations for the socio-economic development
of the Danube region of Ukraine in the current
conditions:

– development of tourism. The Danube Region
of Ukraine has significant potential for tourism
development. It is recommended to develop and
implement attractive tourism programs, partner with
travel agencies, invest in tourism infrastructure, and
develop measures to ensure security for tourists in the
post-war period;

– development of infrastructure and logistics.
Improving the region’s infrastructure and logistics
capabilities could make it more attractive to businesses
and foreign investors. It is recommended to invest in
modernizing ports, roads, and railways, which will
help improve trade ties;

– improving education and developing the
workforce. The development of the region requires a
skilled workforce. It is recommended to create
educational programs aimed at training specialists in
transportation, ecology, and other areas that are
important for the development of the region;

– environmental sustainability. The Danube
Region requires special attention to the environment
and natural resources. It is recommended to introduce
strict environmental standards, encourage projects using
renewable energy sources, and preserve biodiversity;

– cooperation with international partners. The
conditions of the conflict require additional
involvement of international experts. It is
recommended to establish partnerships with
international organizations and donors to finance
projects for the development of the region;

– involvement of the local community. It is
important to include the local community in decision-
making and new projects. It is recommended to create
mechanisms for engaging citizens in discussions and
decision-making related to the development of the
region.

The above recommendations can be used as a
basis for further elaboration of a strategy for the socio-
economic development of the Danube Region of
Ukraine in the context of war and instability.

Conclusions
The scientific novelty lies in the comprehensive

approach to studying the awareness of the problems
of the Danube Region and its impact on the socio-
economic development of the region. The study
complements existing approaches by focusing on the

active role of society and business in addressing these
issues.

The findings are of practical importance for
policy makers, NGOs, and businesses operating in
the Danube Region. They provide an opportunity to
understand in more detail the attitudes of society and
business to the existing problems and opportunities
in the region, which can be used to develop and plan
further activities.

The development of a Strategy for the
Development of the Danube Region of Ukraine in
the Postwar Period at the state level could be a direction
for further research.
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ÎÑÂ²ÄÎÌËÅÍ²ÑÒÜ ÃÐÎÌÀÄ ² Ï²ÄÏÐÈªÌÑÒÂ
ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÈ ÙÎÄÎ ÏÐÎÁËÅÌ ÄÓÍÀÉÑÜÊÎÃÎ
ÐÅÃ²ÎÍÓ

²âàíîâà Òåòÿíà

Ñòàòòþ ïðèñâÿ÷åíî âèâ÷åííþ ð³âíÿ îñâ³äîìëåíîñò³ 
ãðîìàä òà ï³äïðèºìñòâ Óêðà¿íè ùîäî ïðîáëåì Äóíàéñüêîãî 
ðåã³îíó, ÿêèé º âàæëèâèì åêîëîã³÷íèì, åêîíîì³÷íèì ³ ñîö³àëü-
íèì ôàêòîðîì äëÿ êðà¿íè. Äîñë³äæåííÿ âêëþ÷àº â³äïîâ³ä³ 
íàñåëåííÿ òà ï³äïðèºìö³â íà âàæëèâ³ çàïèòàííÿ, ñïðÿìîâàí³ 
íà âèçíà÷åííÿ ð³âíÿ îá³çíàíîñò³ ñòîñîâíî ïðîáëåì ðåã³îíó, 
³äåíòèô³êàö³þ îñíîâíèõ âèêëèê³â, ç ÿêèìè ñòèêàºòüñÿ Äó-
íàéñüêèé ðåã³îí, òà îö³íþâàííÿ ³í³ö³àòèâ ³ ïðîåêò³â, ñïðÿ-
ìîâàíèõ íà â³äíîâëåííÿ Äóíàþ. Íàóêîâèé âíåñîê ñòàòò³ ïî-
ëÿãàº â ôîðìóëþâàíí³ ðåêîìåíäàö³é äëÿ ðîçâèòêó Äóíàéñüêî-
ãî ðåã³îíó. Ó ñòàòò³ ïðîàíàë³çîâàíî ïîãëÿäè ðåñïîíäåíò³â 
ùîäî âàæëèâîñò³ çàëó÷åííÿ ³íâåñòèö³é ó ³íôðàñòðóêòóðó òà 
åêîëîã³÷í³ ïðîåêòè â Äóíàéñüêîìó ðåã³îí³ äëÿ ñïðèÿííÿ ñî-
ö³àëüíî-åêîíîì³÷íîìó ðîçâèòêó. Äîñë³äæåííÿ âðàõîâóº ìîæ-
ëèâîñò³ â ðåã³îí³ ³ ïèòàííÿ çàëó÷åííÿ ãðîìàäñüêîñò³ òà 
ï³äïðèºìñòâ äî ñï³ëüíî¿ ðîáîòè íàä ðîçâèòêîì Äóíàéñüêîãî 
ðåã³îíó. Äîñë³äæåííÿ òàêîæ îö³íþº âàæëèâ³ñòü ñï³âïðàö³ 
Óêðà¿íè ç ªâðîïåéñüêèì Ñîþçîì äëÿ â³äíîâëåííÿ òà ðîçâèò-
êó Äóíàéñüêîãî ðåã³îíó, âðàõîâóþ÷è éîãî ãåîñòðàòåã³÷íå çíà- 
÷åííÿ òà ïîòåíö³àë äëÿ ñï³ëüíèõ ³í³ö³àòèâ ³ ïðîåêò³â. Êð³ì 
òîãî, ó ñòàòò³ íàäàíî ðåêîìåíäàö³¿, ÿê³ âàðòî ðîçðîáëÿòè 
äëÿ ïîë³ïøåííÿ ñòàíó Äóíàéñüêîãî ðåã³îíó Óêðà¿íè òà éîãî 
ïðèëåãëèõ òåðèòîð³é. Ðåçóëüòàòè öüîãî äîñë³äæåííÿ ìîæóòü 
áóòè êîðèñíèìè äëÿ ïîäàëüøèõ ñòðàòåã³÷íèõ ð³øåíü òà ïîë³- 
ïøåííÿ óìîâ æèòòÿ â Äóíàéñüêîìó ðåã³îí³. Öÿ ñòàòòÿ 
ñïðèÿòèìå ïîãëèáëåííþ çíàíü ïðî ñó÷àñíèé ñòàí Äóíàéñüêî-
ãî ðåã³îíó, éîãî ïðîáëåìè òà ìîæëèâîñò³ ðîçâèòêó, â³äêðè-
âàþ÷è øëÿõè äëÿ ïîäàëüøèõ äîñë³äæåíü ³ ñï³ëüíî¿ ðîáîòè 
íàä âèð³øåííÿì âàæëèâèõ çàâäàíü ó öüîìó ðåã³îí³. Íàäàí³ 
ðåêîìåíäàö³¿ ìîæíà çàïðîïîíóâàòè ó ÿêîñò³ îñíîâè äëÿ ðîç-
ðîáëåíÿ ó ïîäàëüøîìó äåðæàâíî¿ Ñòðàòåã³¿ ðîçâèòêó ðåã³î-
íó, ÿêà áóäå ñïðÿìîâàíà íà ïîêðàùåííÿ åêîëîã³÷íî¿, åêîíîì³- 
÷íî¿ òà ñîö³àëüíî¿ ñèòóàö³¿ â Äóíàéñüêîìó ðåã³îí³, ³ ñïðèÿòè 
çì³öíåííþ ñï³âïðàö³ ì³æ Óêðà¿íîþ òà ªâðîïåéñüêèì Ñîþçîì 
äëÿ ñï³ëüíîãî ðîçâèòêó öüîãî âàæëèâîãî ðåã³îíó.

Êëþ÷îâ³ ñëîâà: Äóíàéñüêèé ðåã³îí, ïðîáëåìè òà
âèêëèêè, ãðîìàäà, ï³äïðèºìñòâà.
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The article is devoted to studying the level of awareness of
Ukrainian communities and businesses about the problems of the
Danube Region, which is an important environmental, economic
and social factor for the country. The study includes responses of
the population and entrepreneurs to important questions aimed at
determining the level of awareness of the region’s problems,
identifying the main challenges faced by the Danube region, and
evaluating initiatives and projects aimed at restoring the Danube.
The scientific contribution of the article is to formulate

recommendations for the development of the Danube Region. The
article analyzes the respondents’ views on the importance of
attracting investment in infrastructure and environmental projects
in the Danube Region to promote socio-economic development.
The study takes into account the opportunities in the region and
the issue of engaging the public and businesses to work together on
the development of the Danube Region. The study also assesses
the importance of Ukraine’s cooperation with the European Union
for the restoration and development of the Danube Region, given
its geostrategic importance and potential for joint initiatives and
projects. In addition, the article provides recommendations that
should be developed to improve the condition of the Danube Region
of Ukraine and its adjacent territories. The results of this study
may be useful for further strategic decisions and improvement of
living conditions in the Danube Region. This article will contribute
to deepening knowledge about the current state of the Danube
Region, its problems and development opportunities, opening the
way for further research and joint work on solving important
problems in the region. These recommendations can be offered as
a basis for further elaboration of the State Strategy for the
Development of the Region, which will be aimed at improving the
environmental, economic and social situation in the Danube
Region, and will contribute to strengthening cooperation between
Ukraine and the European Union for the joint development of this
important region.

Keywords: Danube region, problems and challenges, com-
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