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The article is devoted to studying the level of awareness of Ukrainian communities and
businesses about the problems of the Danube Region, which is an important environmental,
economic and social factor for the country. The study includes responses of the population
and entrepreneurs to important questions aimed at determining the level of awareness of
the region’s problems, identifying the main challenges faced by the Danube region, and
evaluating initiatives and projects aimed at restoring the Danube. The scientific contribution
of the article is to formulate recommendations for the development of the Danube Region.
The article analyzes the respondents’ views on the importance of attracting investment
in infrastructure and environmental projects in the Danube Region to promote socio-
economic development. The study takes into account the opportunities in the region and
the issue of engaging the public and businesses to work together on the development of
the Danube Region. The study also assesses the importance of Ukraine’s cooperation
with the European Union for the restoration and development of the Danube Region,
given its geostrategic importance and potential for joint initiatives and projects. In addition,
the article provides recommendations that should be developed to improve the condition
of the Danube Region of Ukraine and its adjacent territories. The results of this study
may be useful for further strategic decisions and improvement of living conditions in the
Danube Region. This article will contribute to deepening knowledge about the current
state of the Danube Region, its problems and development opportunities, opening the
way for further research and joint work on solving important problems in the region.
These recommendations can be offered as a basis for further elaboration of the State
Strategy for the Development of the Region, which will be aimed at improving the
environmental, economic and social situation in the Danube Region, and will contribute
to strengthening cooperation between Ukraine and the European Union for the joint
development of this important region.

Keywords: Danube region, problems and challenges, community, enterprises.

DOI: 10.32434/2415-3974-2023-18-2-44-55

Introduction and problem definition

Successful development of a country requires
not only domestic efforts, but also attention to regional
issues and international cooperation. It is in this context
that the Danube Region is important — a region that
unites Ukraine and other European countries across
the river, but at the same time faces numerous
difficulties and challenges. In the context of current
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challenges and the need to ensure Ukraine’s sustainable
integration development in the international market,
as well as given the difficult political situation and
military events that have affected the Danube Region,
the issues of awareness of Ukrainian communities
and businesses about the problems of the Danube
Region are becoming extremely relevant. They
determine the willingness to cooperate, invest, and
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make the necessary decisions to improve the region’s
condition, as well as influence the further development
of the economic and social spheres. Therefore, in
order to study this issue and reveal its importance for
national and international economic science and
practice, this study was conducted to provide
recommendations for the development of the Danube
Region, as well as to highlight the level of awareness
of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the
problems of this region.

Analysis and research of publications

Sielker F. [1], Ignjatijevic S. et al. [2], Slavic A.
and Berber N. [3] investigate the activities of enterprises
in the Danube Region. The works of scholars also
consider certain aspects of the impact of communities
or enterprises on the Danube Region. For example,
Bostan I. et al. [4], through a survey of business
representatives, identified a positive relationship between
the economic, social and environmental performance
of SMEs in the Danube Delta and the attraction of
European funds. Profiroiu A.G. et al. [5] analyze the
implementation of the Integrated Territorial Investment
mechanism in the Danube Delta in 2014-2020. The
study uses a survey of communities to investigate
investments in the socio-economic development of the
region. However, according to our analysis, insufficient
attention has been paid to the awareness of Ukrainian
communities and enterprises about the development of
the Danube region.

Purpose of the article

The purpose of the article is to provide
recommendations for the development of the Danube
Region of Ukraine in the post-war period based on
the study of the awareness of Ukrainian communities
and enterprises of the existing problems of the region.
The main objectives of the study are: to assess the
level of awareness of Ukrainian communities and
enterprises in the Danube Region regarding the existing
problems; to determine the attitude of the population
and business to the opportunities for development
and investment in the Danube Region; to analyze the
readiness of Ukraine to cooperate with the European
Union for the restoration and development of the
Danube Region and the role of this cooperation in
solving the problems of the region; development of
practical recommendations for the development of
the Danube region of Ukraine. The main contribution
of the publication is to provide concrete measures
that will contribute to the development of the Danube
Region in the postwar period.

Presentation of the main material

The study was conducted in the Danube region
of Ukraine, covering communities and businesses active
in the region. Participants in the study included

representatives of these communities and employees
of enterprises active in the region. It is worth noting
that the study was conducted in accordance with ethical
standards and with respect for the confidentiality of
participants’ responses.

To collect and analyze data, the study used
scientific methods aimed at obtaining objective results.
A critical analysis of the scientific literature on regional
issues and the development of the Danube Region
was conducted to improve understanding of the
research areas.

Semi-structured interviews with respondents were
used to obtain detailed answers to questions related to
the level of awareness of the Danube Region’s
problems by communities and businesses.

The study included four main stages: preparation
for data collection, data collection, data analysis, and
summarizing the results. The use of qualitative and
quantitative approaches made it possible to obtain
objective information and understand the views of
communities and businesses on the problems of the
Danube Region.

This study aims to identify the level of awareness
of the region’s problems and opportunities for
improvement, which will contribute to the development
of strategies and initiatives for the further development
of the Danube Region.

The study was conducted using an online survey
with the participation of communities and businesses
living and operating in the Danube Region. The Danube
Region in Ukraine includes Zakarpattia, Ivano-Frankivsk,
Chernivtsi, and Odesa oblasts. This method was chosen
due to the conditions of martial law in Ukraine, which
makes it difficult to conduct traditional surveys.
GoogleForms platform was used for the survey. The
structure of the questionnaire was based on a preliminary
analysis of the literature and key research questions.

The survey consisted of two main parts. The
first part contained questions aimed at obtaining general
information about the respondents. The second part
of the questionnaire contained questions related to
the views and awareness of the challenges and
opportunities in the Danube Region. The survey was
conducted between August and October 2023.

The main questions in the questionnaire were.

First. Are you aware of the existing problems in
the Danube Region of Ukraine?

Second. Are the problems currently faced by
the Danube Region critical?

Third. Are you familiar with the initiatives and
projects aimed at restoring the Danube?

Fourth. Do you think that attracting additional
investments will contribute to the socio-economic
development of the Danube Region?

Awareness of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the problems of the Danube region
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Fifth. Do you have information about existing
business and entrepreneurship opportunities in the
Danube Region?

Sixth. Do you think it is important to involve
businesses in the development of the Danube Region?

Seventh. Do you think it is important to involve
the public in the development of the Danube Region?

Eighth. Do you consider cooperation between
Ukraine and the European Union for the restoration
and development of the Danube Region appropriate?

Respondents had the opportunity to evaluate each
of the questions in the questionnaire using a five-

point Likert scale, where the answer options ranged
from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree).

As a result of the survey, 54 questionnaires were
received (29 from enterprises of various forms of
ownership, 26 from the community).

Knowledge of the existing problems of the
Danube Region of Ukraine. The results of the
company’s survey on the problems of the Danube
region are shown in Fig. 1.

The survey results show that the majority of
enterprises are aware of the main problems of the
region (50% strongly agree and 38% partially agree).

= strongly disagree

B partially disagree

= hard to say
partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 1. Results of the survey of enterprises on the possession of information about the problems of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Only a limited number, 12% of enterprises, indicated
that they are not fully or not at all aware of all the
problems faced by the Danube Region.

The responses of community representatives
regarding their knowledge of the issues facing the
Danube Region of Ukraine were analyzed (Fig. 2).

The results of the analysis of the community
survey show the following picture: only 4% of
respondents are completely or partially unaware of
the problems of the region; 5% claim to have heard
about these problems; 35% admitted that they partially
understand the problems of the region; while 56%

= strongly disagree
m partially disagree
= hard to say
35%
partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 2. Results of the community survey on awareness of the problems of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author
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reported that they are fully aware of the problems of Region, we can distinguish the following distribution
the region. of responses: only 1% strongly disagree with this

Criticality of the problems of the Danube Region. opinion, 2% partially disagree, 4% have difficulty in
Analyzing the results of the survey of enterprises on identifying, 42% partially agree, and 51% strongly
the identification of critical problems in the Danube agree (Fig. 3).

.. 2%
m strongly disagree
m partially disagree
= hard to say

42% partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 3. Results of the survey of enterprises on the criticality of existing problems in the Danube Region
Source: created by the author

Communities see the problems (Fig. 4) as respondents have not yet formed their own opinion
partially (44%) or fully (53%) critical. on the matter.

There are also Community members who do Awareness of CXiSting initiatives and pI‘OjeCtS to
not consider the problems to be critical partially restore the Danube. The results of the survey of
(1%) or not at all (2%). In addition, 3% of enterprises on this issue are shown in Fig. 5.

_

— 3%

® strongly disagree
m partially disagree
= hard to say

44% partially agree

= completely agree

Fig. 4. Results of the community survey on the criticality of existing problems in the Danube Region of Ukraine
Source: created by the author

Awareness of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the problems of the Danube region
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m strongly disagree
E partially disagree
® hard to say

= partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 5. Results of the survey on awareness of Danube restoration initiatives and projects in the survey of enterprises

Source: created by the author

Partially or fully aware are 78% of the
respondents. 15% found it difficult to answer. Partially
unaware or not at all are 7%.

As for communities, their results are shown in
Fig. 6.

It can be argued that community representatives
are quite aware of this issue, as 79% of respondents
are fully or partially aware of this issue.

Socio-economic development of the Danube
Region through investment attraction. The results of
the survey on the effectiveness of attracting investments
for the development of the Danube Region (shown in
Figure 7) show that 68% of enterprises consider them
effective, 18% are undecided, and the rest do not
share this opinion (because they partially or completely
disagree with this statement).

p— 3%

= strongly disagree
B partially disagree
= hard to say

= partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 6. Results of awareness of Danube restoration initiatives and projects in the survey of community representatives

Source: created by the author
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m strongly disagree

m partially disagree

= hard to say
partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 7. Results of the survey of enterprises on investment attraction and socio-economic development of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Fig. 8 shows data from a survey of communities
on the feasibility of attracting investment to improve
the situation in this region of Ukraine.

Community representatives expressed the need
to attract investment to solve the region’s problems
and develop it as follows: 4% strongly disagree, 8%
partially disagree, 16% find it difficult to say, 30%

partially agree, and 42% strongly agree.

Awareness of development opportunities fi
entrepreneurship in the Danube Region. Accordii
to 76% of businesses, there are some busine
opportunities in the Danube Region, while oth
respondents found it difficult to answer or disagrex
(Fig. 9).

m strangly disagree
= partially disagree
= hard to say

* partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 8. Results of the survey of community representatives on attracting investment for the socio-economic development of the

Danube Region

Source: created by the author

Awareness of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the problems of the Danube region
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m strongly disagree
® partially disagree
® hard to say

= partially agree

= completely agree

Fig. 9. Results of the survey of enterprises on certain opportunities for their development in the region
Source: created by the author

The results of the public opinion survey are Feasibility of involving enterprises in the
shown in Fig. 10. development of the Danube Region. According to
The majority of community respondents the companies, they should be involved in the

(49% strongly agree and 31% partially agree) with  development of the Danube Region (Fig. 11).
the proposed statement.

B strongly disagree
m partially disagree
= hard to say

w partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 10. Results of the community survey on business development opportunities in the region
Source: created by the author
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= strongly disagree
B partially disagree
= hard to say

S partially agree

B completely agree

Fig. 11. Results of the survey of private enterprises on the feasibility of their involvement in the development of the
Danube Region
Source: created by the author

The majority of respondents believe that their —consider it partially appropriate or fully appropriate).

involvement will have a positive impact on the The results of the public opinion poll on this
development of the region (43% and 52% respectively issue can be seen in Fig. 12.

1%

m strongly disagree

m partially disagree

= hard to say

= partially agree
50% ® completely agree

Fig. 12. Results of a community survey on the feasibility of involving businesses in improving the situation in the Danube Region
Source: created by the author

Awareness of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the problems of the Danube region
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Yes, according to community representatives, it
will have a positive impact: 50% — fully agree; 41%
— partially agree; 5% — find it difficult to answer; 4%
- fully or partially disagree.

The role of communities in promoting the
development of the Danube Region. Fig. 13 shows
an analysis of the opinion of enterprises on the
feasibility of involving the region’s communities in
its development.

Thus, business representatives believe that there
will be positive consequences in the process of
community involvement in the development of the
region (95% of respondents partially or fully support
this opinion).

Communities also believe that they will be able
to have some positive impact on the development of
their region (Fig. 14).

B strongly disagree

= partially disagree

= hard to say
partially agree

= completely agree

74%

Fig. 13. Results of the survey of enterprises on the feasibility of involving communities in the development of the region

Source: created by the author

m strongly disagree

B partially disagree

= hard to say
partially agree

B completely agree

57%

Fig. 14. Results of the survey of communities on their impact on the development of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author
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We consider it positive that most community
representatives believe that they should be involved in
activities in the region and that they can positively
influence the development of the region.

The need for cooperation between Ukraine
and the EU on the development of the Danube

Region. It is also important to study the attitudes
of businesses and the community toward EU
involvement in the development of the Danube
Region.

The results of the survey of enterprises are shown
in Fig. 15.

m strongly disagree
m partially disagree
B hard to say

1 partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 15. Results of the survey of enterprises on the need for cooperation with the EU for the recovery of the Danube Region

Source: created by the author

The results of the survey of enterprises on the
feasibility of cooperation with the EU are positive, as
it opens up new opportunities for the region. It also
shows that there is no resistance to the implementation

of certain initiatives.

A survey of communities was also conducted on
their vision of cooperation with the FS for the region’s
recovery (Fig. 16).

m strongly disagree

m partially disagree

® hard to say
partially agree

m completely agree

Fig. 16. Results of a survey of community representatives on the need to restore the Danube Region through cooperation with
the EU

Source: created by the author

Awareness of Ukrainian communities and enterprises about the problems of the Danube region



54

ISSN 2415-3974. Exonomiunuii eichuk Jlepicasnoeo euuj0eo Hag4anbHoeo 3aKaady

“Ykpaincokutl depyucasnuil Ximiko-mexnonoeivnuil ynieepcumem ”, 2023, No 2, C. 44-55

Fig. 16 shows that the community also supports
these initiatives of cooperation with the EU (20%
strongly agree and 57% partially agree with this
statement).

Based on the study, we offer the following
recommendations for the socio-economic development
of the Danube region of Ukraine in the current
conditions:

— development of tourism. The Danube Region
of Ukraine has significant potential for tourism
development. It is recommended to develop and
implement attractive tourism programs, partner with
travel agencies, invest in tourism infrastructure, and
develop measures to ensure security for tourists in the
post-war period;

— development of infrastructure and logistics.
Improving the region’s infrastructure and logistics
capabilities could make it more attractive to businesses
and foreign investors. It is recommended to invest in
modernizing ports, roads, and railways, which will
help improve trade ties;

— improving education and developing the
workforce. The development of the region requires a
skilled workforce. It is recommended to create
educational programs aimed at training specialists in
transportation, ecology, and other areas that are
important for the development of the region;

— environmental sustainability. The Danube
Region requires special attention to the environment
and natural resources. It is recommended to introduce
strict environmental standards, encourage projects using
renewable energy sources, and preserve biodiversity;

— cooperation with international partners. The
conditions of the conflict require additional
involvement of international experts. It is
recommended to establish partnerships with
international organizations and donors to finance
projects for the development of the region;

— involvement of the local community. It is
important to include the local community in decision-
making and new projects. It is recommended to create
mechanisms for engaging citizens in discussions and
decision-making related to the development of the
region.

The above recommendations can be used as a
basis for further elaboration of a strategy for the socio-
economic development of the Danube Region of
Ukraine in the context of war and instability.

Conclusions

The scientific novelty lies in the comprehensive
approach to studying the awareness of the problems
of the Danube Region and its impact on the socio-
economic development of the region. The study
complements existing approaches by focusing on the

active role of society and business in addressing these
issues.

The findings are of practical importance for
policy makers, NGOs, and businesses operating in
the Danube Region. They provide an opportunity to
understand in more detail the attitudes of society and
business to the existing problems and opportunities
in the region, which can be used to develop and plan
further activities.

The development of a Strategy for the
Development of the Danube Region of Ukraine in
the Postwar Period at the state level could be a direction
for further research.
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OCBIZOMJIEHICTb TPOMAJ I MIAIIPUEMCTB
YKPAIHU ITOAO IPOBJEM AYHAUCBKOI'O
PETIOHY

Ieanosa Temsana

Cmammmw npucesueHo GUSUEeHHI DIGHs 0C8IOOMAEHOCHI
epomad ma nionpuemcme Ykpainu wo0do npobaem JlyHaticbkoeo
peciony, AKUIl € 8aNCAUBUM eKON0IYHUM, eKOHOMIYHUM [ COYians-
Hum pakmopom 0as kpainu. Jocaidxcenus ekawuae 6ionogioi
HaceneHHs ma NIONPUEMUIE HA BANCAUBI 3aANUMAHHS, CHPAMOBAHI
Ha BGU3HAUEHHs PIGHs 00I3HAHOCMI CMOCOBHO NPOOAeM peiOHY,
iOeHmupixauito OCHOBHUX BUKAUKIB, 3 AKUMU cmukaemocs Jy-
HalcbKull pecioH, ma OYiHIGaHHA IHiyiamue i npoekmie, cnpsi-
Mmoeanux Ha eioHoenenHs Jlynarw. Haykosuii enecox cmammi no-
A52a€ 8 (hOpMYAHOBAHHI peKoMeHOayii 0as po3eumky JIyHaiucvko-
20 peciony. Y cmammi npoananizoeaHo noeasodu pecnoHOeHmis
wWo0o 8aNCAUBOCMI 3AAYHEHHS [H8eCMUYIU Y IHGpacmpykmypy ma
ekonoeiuni npoekmu 6 JlyHaticbkoMy pe2ioHi 045 CHPUSHHS CO-
YianbHO-eKOHOMIYHOMY PO36UMKY. JlocaiOdceHHs 8paxosye mooic-
AueoCmi 6 pecioHi | NUMAHHS 3AAY4eHHS 2POMadcbKocmi ma
nionpuememeé 0o cninvHoi pobomu Had pozsumiom JlyHaticbkoeo
peeiony. JlocaidxcenHs makoxc OYIHIOE aNcaugicme cnienpaui
Yrpainu 3 €sponeticokum Corozom 045 6IOHOGAEHHS MA pO36UM-
ky Jlynaiicvkoeo peciony, 8paxogyiouu 1020 eeocmpameciyie 3Ha-
ueHHs ma nomenuian 0as cninvHux iHiyiamue i npoekmis. Kpim
moeo, y cmammi Hadano pexkomendauii, sKi eapmo pospodasmu
o noainwenus cmawny Jlynaticekoeo peeciony Ykpainu ma iioeo
npuneeaux mepumopii. Pesyabmamu yboeco 00caiOdNceHHs MOoNCymb
6ymu KopucHumu 045 NOOAABWUX CIPAMeiYHUX piuleHb ma noai-
nuwenns ymos oscummsa 6 Jlynaiicokomy peeioni. lla cmammsa
cnpusmume noeaubAeHHI0 3HAHbL npo cydacHuil cmau Jlynaiicvko-
20 pecioHy, 1020 npobaeMu ma MONCAUBOCMI PO3GUMKY, BIOKpPU-
8arouU WAAXU 05 NOOAAbUUX 00CAI0NCeHb | ChinbHOI pobomu
Ha0 GupieHHAM BaNCAUBUX 3a80aHb )y ubomy pecioni. Haodani
DPeKOMeHOAuii MOJCHA 3anponoHyeamu y sKOCmi OCHO8U O pO3-
pobaens y nodaavuiomy depxucasroi Cmpameeii pozgumky pecio-
HY, AKa 0yOe CNpPIMOBAHA HA NOKDAWEHHS eKO0A02IMHOI, eKOHOMI-
ynoi ma couianvhoi cumyauii 6 JlyHaticbkomy peeioni, i cnpusmu
3miynenHio cnienpayi minc Yxpainoro ma €sponeticokum Corzom
051 CRIABHO20 PO3BUMKY Ub02O BANCAUBOO PECIOHY.

Katouosi cmoBa: JlyHalicbKuUii perioH, MpooOjaeMHu Ta
BUKJIMKM, TPOMaja, MiAMPUEMCTBA.
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The article is devoted to studying the level of awareness of
Ukrainian communities and businesses about the problems of the
Danube Region, which is an important environmental, economic
and social factor for the country. The study includes responses of
the population and entrepreneurs to important questions aimed at
determining the level of awareness of the region’s problems,
identifying the main challenges faced by the Danube region, and
evaluating initiatives and projects aimed at restoring the Danube.
The scientific contribution of the article is to formulate

recommendations for the development of the Danube Region. The
article analyzes the respondents’ views on the importance of
attracting investment in infrastructure and environmental projects
in the Danube Region to promote socio-economic development.
The study takes into account the opportunities in the region and
the issue of engaging the public and businesses to work together on
the development of the Danube Region. The study also assesses
the importance of Ukraine’s cooperation with the European Union
for the restoration and development of the Danube Region, given
its geostrategic importance and potential for joint initiatives and
projects. In addition, the article provides recommendations that
should be developed to improve the condition of the Danube Region
of Ukraine and its adjacent territories. The results of this study
may be useful for further strategic decisions and improvement of
living conditions in the Danube Region. This article will contribute
to deepening knowledge about the current state of the Danube
Region, its problems and development opportunities, opening the
way for further research and joint work on solving important
problems in the region. These recommendations can be offered as
a basis for further elaboration of the State Strategy for the
Development of the Region, which will be aimed at improving the
environmental, economic and social situation in the Danube
Region, and will contribute to strengthening cooperation between
Ukraine and the European Union for the joint development of this
important region.

Keywords: Danube region, problems and challenges, com-
munity, enterprises.
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